
RAJ PHONE TAPPING 
CASE HEARING IN 
DELHI HC TODAY

Ahearing will be 
conducted on 

Thursday in Delhi 
High Court in the Ra-
jasthan phone tapping 
case related to Lokesh 
Sharma, OSD of Ra-
jasthan CM. The Delhi 
HC had earlier given 
respite to Sharma by 
staying his arrest by 
Delhi police’s crime 
branch till January 13, 
although allowing the 
cops to interrogate 
him. Deadline for the 
order given by theHC 
is expiring on Thurs-
day and now the court 
will hear the matter.

BARC RELEASES 
NEWS RATINGS
New Delhi: As First 
India had reported that 
News Broadcasters 
Federation had raised the 
stalled rating issue with 
Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, the 
Ministry on Wednesday 
asked Indian broadcast-
ers’ body BARC to re-
lease news ratings with 
immediate effect after 
the council said it has 
taken initiatives to revise 
its protocols and mecha-
nisms. This comes after 
over a year of suspen-
sion of television news 
ratings following the 
controversy surrounding 
the alleged TRP scam 
which came to the fore 
in October 2020.

SC panel headed by ex-judge 
to probe PM security breach
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day appointed an in-
quiry committee under 
its former judge Justice 
Indu Malhotra to probe 
the security breach dur-
ing Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to 
Punjab on January 5.

A bench headed by 
Chief  Justice of  India 
said that the committee 
will also include the 
Registrar General of  

the Punjab and Hary-
ana Court, the Director 
General of  the National 
Investigation Agency or 
an officer nominated by 
him not below the rank 
of  Inspector General, 
and ADGP (Security) of  
Punjab Police.

The matter “can’t be 
left to one-sided enquir-
ies” and that it must be 
looked into by a judi-
cially trained mind, 
said the SC Bench.

SC ISSUES NOTICE 
ON HATE SPEECH
The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday issued 
notice on a PIL seeking 
probe into the alleged 
hate speech by par-
ticipants at two separate 
events in Haridwar and 
Delhi on December 17 
and 21. A bench headed 
by CJI NV Ramana is-
sued notice on the plea 
by Delhi resident Qurban 
Ali and Senior Advocate 
Anjana Prakash.

‘2 crore teens got 
jab since Jan 3’
New Delhi: More than 
two crore children be-
tween the ages of  15 
and 18 have received 
their first dose of  the 
Covid vaccine since 
January 3, Health Min-
istry said.
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PM inaugurates eleven 
medical colleges in TN
New Delhi/Chennai: 
PM Narendra Modi, on 
Wednesday, virtually in-
augurated 11 new gov-
ernment medical col-
leges in Tamil Nadu. 
New colleges in Ari-
yalur, Dindigul, Kallaku-
richi, Krishnagiri, Na-
gapattinam, Namakkal, 
Ramanathapuram, the 
Nilgiris, Tiruppur, Tiru-
vallur and Virudhuna-
gar, would have an in-
take of  1,450 MBBS stu-
dents annually.

On the occasion, CM 
MK Stalin reiterated Ta-
mil Nadu’s stand against 
the NEET-based medi-

cal admissions, and ap-
pealed to Modi to allow 
admissions on the basis 
of  Class-XII marks.

Meanwhile on Thurs-
day PM will interact 
with CMs of  all states 
on COVID-19 situation.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Taking a break from political slugfest, Congress’s 
national general secretary and UP in-charge Priyanka 
Gandhi celebrated her 50th birthday with husband 
Robert Vadra and kids in Ranthambore on Wednesday.

PLAYING IN UP POLITICAL CORRIDORS

CASTE AWAY
A DAY AFTER MAURYA, ANOTHER UP CABINET MINISTER DARA SINGH 
CHAUHAN, OBC LEADER, QUITS, SP CHIEF ‘WELCOMES’ HIM TO PARTY                 
Mohd Fahad

Lucknow: Uttar 
Pradesh Minister and 
BJP leader Dara Singh 
Chauhan on Wednesday 
resigned from the Yogi 
Adityanath Cabinet.

This comes a day af-
ter five-term MLA Swa-
mi Prasad Maurya re-
signed as minister from 
the Yogi Adityanath 
government and 
seemed headed to the 
rival SP, posing for a 
photograph with its 
chief  Akhilesh Yadav 
soon after. In his letter 
of  resignation, Chau-
han wrote, “The gov-
ernment’s attitude to-
wards backward was 
very neglectful. I am 
hurt by the mess with 
the reservation of  back-
wards and Dalits.”

...featuring CM Yogi, delighted Akhilesh!

ARREST WARRANT 
AGAINST MAURYA; 
LAST NAIL IN BJP 
COFFIN ON JAN 14, 
HE HITS BACK
‘All will be revealed on 
January 14 (Friday)’ - 
infl uential OBC leader 
Swami Prasad Maurya’s 
responded to furious 
speculation surrounding 
his political future after 
he quit the BJP.  Maurya 
also played down talk 
over the arrest warrant 
issued in his name - 24 
hours after his resigna-
tion - in connection with 
a 2014 hate speech case. 
“If there is a case, the 
law and the judiciary is 
there to judge it”.

YOGI ADITYANATH 
LIKELY TO CONTEST 
FROM AYODHYA 
UP Chief minister Yogi 
Adityanath is likely to 
contest assembly elec-
tions from Ayodhya. 
The process for ticket 
distribution   within the 
ruling party is in the fi nal 
stage. Earlier, there were 
reports that the UP CM 
may contest from Ma-
thura or Gorakhpur. BJP 
lawmaker Harnath Yadav 
had also written 
to BJP president JP 
Nadda for considering 
picking Adityanath as a 
candidate from Ma-
thura. But the party has 
decided against it.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav tweeted the picture with Dara Singh Chauhan on Wednesday.  

WHO IS OBC NETA CHAUHAN?
Dara Singh Chauhan, from eastern UP, was the minister 

for environment and forests in the Adityanath 
government and had joined the BJP in 2015, after years in 
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). He was made the head of 
the BJP's OBC Morcha - a plum post, and then a minister 
after he won the 2017 assembly election. When in BSP, 
Chauhan was a Lok Sabha MP between 2009-14 and a 
Rajya Sabha MP in the late 90's.

Akhilesh Yadav @yadavakhilesh
Hearty welcome 
and greetings to 
Shri Dara Singh 

Chauhan ji, the relentless 
fi ghter of the struggle for 
‘social justice’! The SP 
and its allies will unite and 
take forward the move-
ment of equality.

According 
to sources, 

Dara Singh 
Chauhan is 
now preparing 
to contest 
from Mukhtar  
Ansari’s Ghosi 
seat. It is 
believed that 
if Chauhan 
contests from 
this seat on 
SP ticket, then 
his victory will 
be absolutely 
certain.

‘Sensitive’ Gehlot balms rape victim!

First India Bureau

Jaipur: After a men-
tally challenged minor 
girl, who was found in a 
distressed state after al-
leged rape on Tuesday 
night, Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot, on 
Wednesday, sought a re-
port from DGP ML Lath-
er and directed him for 
a thorough investiga-
tion and stern action 
against the culprits. Ge-
hlot also took feedback 
about the investigation 
from Alwar Superinten-
dent of  Police.

On the instructions 
of  the Chief  Minister, 
health minister Parsadi 
Lal Meena, women and 
child development min-

ister Mamta Bhupesh, 
industry minister 
Shakuntala Rawat vis-
ited the JK Lone hospi-
tal and met the victim. 

Moreover, on CM’s di-
rection, social justice 
and empowerment min-
ister Tikaram Jully an-
nounced a financial as-
sistance of  Rs3.5 lakh 
under different schemes 
to the victim. Under the 
Victim Compensation 
Scheme, an amount of  
Rs5 lakh is made avail-
able of  which Rs2.50 
lakh will be provided to 
the victim immediately 
and Rs1 lakh rupees 
will be made available 
under the “Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao” scheme.

More on P2

CM Ashok Gehlot

l CM takes feedback on rape victim from DGP and SP as government announces 
`3.5 lakh compensation l Dist admn is sending a proposal for appropriate financial help

(THERE IS A HEAVEN ON EARTH)

boatman stands near his shikara during sunset, after 
recent snowfall on the outskirts of Srinagar. The MeT 
Department said the weather was likely to stay mainly 
dry over the next few days. The view is apt to defi ne the 

legend that when Mughal Emperor Jehangir visited Kashmir in 
the 17th century, he defi ned the beauty, “Gar fi rdaus, ruhe zamin 
ast, hamin asto, hamin asto, hamin ast.” It translates into English 
meaning ‘If there is heaven on earth, it is here, it is here, it is here’.

A

Rocket scientist S Somanath 
has been appointed as the 
new chief of Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
and secretary of Dept of 
Space. He replaces K Sivan, 
whose tenure ends on Jan 14.

ROCKET MAN SOMANATH 
IS THE NEW ISRO CHIEF

HAPPY
LOHRI
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First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Severe cold 
conditions gripped 
parts of  Rajasthan on 
Wednesday, with 
Fatehpur in Sikar re-
corded as the coldest 
place in the State after 
recording a minimum 
of  2.5 degrees Celsius.

Weather officials said 
night temperatures 
dipped at several places 
in the State.

“Fatehpur in Sikar 
was recorded as the 
coldest place with a 

minimum of  2.5 
degrees Celsius fol-
lowed by Churu where 
the night temperature 

was 3.4 degrees 
Celsius Tuesday night,” 
they said.

According to the me-
teorological office de-
partment, the night 
temperature was 3.8 de-
grees Celsius in Karau-
li, 4.1 degrees in 
Bhilwara, 4.6 degrees in 
Chittorgarh and Anta 
(Baran), 5.1 degrees in 
Nagaur, 5.5 degrees 
in Sikar, Vanasthali 
(Tonk) and Alwar, 
5.8 degrees in Dabok, 
and 5.9 degrees Celsius 
in Tonk.

Spine-chilling cold wave revives in Rajasthan
FATEHPUR COLDEST PLACE IN STATE AT 2.5°C

ALWAR MINOR RAPE SURVIVOR BATTLES FOR LIFE
State Human Rights Commission took cognisance in matter; Alwar SP constitutes a Special Investigation Team
First India Bureau 

Jaipur:  A mentally re-
tarded (specially abled) 
minor girl who was 
found in a distressed 
state after alleged rape 
on Tuesday night was 
operated upon at JK 
Lon hospital in Jaipur. 
Looking at the serious-
ness of  the case, Alwar 
SP Tejaswani Gautam 
has constituted a Spe-
cial Investigation Team.

Jaipur range IG San-
jay Shotriya, SP Alwar 
visited the village of  
the girl on Wednesday 
while the State Govern-
ment announced a fi-
nancial assistance of  
Rs 3.5 lakh to the girl.

Health Minister Par-
sadi Lal Meena, WCD 
minister Mamta Bhu-
pesh, industry minister 
Shakuntala Rawat vis-
ited the hospital and 
met the victim.  

Parsadi Lal Meena, Shakuntla Rawat and Sangeeta Beniwal visit Alwar gangrape victim at JK Lon Hospital in Jaipur on Wednesday.

MINOR RAPED 
BY NEIGHBOUR 
IN JODHPUR
First India Bureau 

Jodhpur: In saddening 
news from Jodhpur, a 
50-year-old neighbour 
made a 13-year-old mi-
nor victim of  his lust. 
He seduced the minor 
in his trap.  Usually 
lost in her thoughts, 
the minor finally broke 
her silence.  The seven 
and a half  months preg-
nant girl was admitted 
to the hospital.  Child 
Protection Commission 
chairperson Sangeeta 
Beniwal took cogni-
zance in this case. 

She instructed fair 
investigation and ac-
tion against the culprit 
to police officers. She 
took feedback from the 
hospital superinten-
dent and asked to take 
complete care.  Child 
Welfare Committee 
President Dhanpat Gur-
jar is investigating with 
the team. 

 KITE FLYING CRAZE AMID PANDEMIC!

NEED FOR CAUTION: Amid a nationwide surge in Covid-19 cases, people throng a kite market ahead of the kite fl ying festival, in Jaipur on Wednesday. —PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA

Curbs related to kite 
flying imposed in city

6 TO 8AM, 5 TO 7PM

First India Bureau 

Jaipur:  The district 
administration has 
put various restric-
tions on kite flying 
and related activities 
during Makar Sank-
ranti. It has declared 
14th January as a 
public holiday and 
imposed Section 144 
of  CrPC in and 
around the city.

Till 31 January 2022 
in Jaipur, there will be 
a ban on flying kites 
from 6 to 8 in the 
morning and from 5 to 
7 in the evening. Dis-
trict Collector and Dis-
trict Magistrate is-
sued prohibitory or-
der under section 144. 

In view of  the resur-
gence of  the pandem-
ic, District Collector 
Antar Singh Nehra 
has asked people to 
better stay in the safer 
confines of  their home 
and not to venture out 
for activities like kite 
flying. It has asked the 
public to strictly fol-
low the Covid norms 
issued by the State 
Government.

Meanwhile, the 
Jaipur Vidyut Vitran 
Nigam Limited, 
better known as 
Jaipur Discom, has 
appealed to the gen-
eral public to take all 
possible precautions 
to prevent any unto-
ward incidents.

TEAM OF 8 DOCTORS OPERATING 
VICTIM, SITUATION CRITICAL 

POONIA FORMS HIGH-LEVEL 
ENQUIRY PANEL FOR VICTIM

Ateam of 8 doctors operated upon the girl, who 
had a deep injury. She will require another sur-

gery after a few months, doctors said. Doctors said 
that there was a deep wound on the private parts of 
the girl and it seems that she has been injured by 
some sharp object. Dr Arvind Shukla, superintendent 
of the JK Lone hospital-Jaipur, said that the girl’s 
rectum has been displaced and plastic surgeon has 
done surgical repair. He said that a hole has been 
created in the stomach so that stool can pass. On 
the other hand, the State Human Rights Commission 
took cognisance in the matter. 

B JP State president Satish Poonia constituted a 
high-level enquiry committee to provide justice to 

the victim in the Alwar case. He said that the incident of 
gang rape of a minor in Alwar is horrifi c and shameful 
to humanity, the minor is deaf by nature, but the Ashok 
Gehlot government of Rajasthan is deaf and dumb 
with policy and intentions. Poonia has constituted a 
high-level enquiry committee for investigation into the 
incident and justice for the victim. The members of the 
high-level enquiry committee include Alka Singh Gurjar, 
national Minister, Jaskaur Meena, MP, Alka Mundada, 
State chief mahila morcha and MLA Ramlal Sharma. 

Vasundhara Raje 
@VasundharaBJP

The incident of throwing a minor 
girl on a culvert after rape in #Al-

war has not only embar-
rassed #Rajasthan, but 
has also exposed the 
law and order situa-
tion of the Congress 

government. 

Satish Poonia@DrSatishPoonia
Priyanka ji, just get out of political 

tourism, UP.  Will you listen 
to the victim sisters, 
daughters of Rajasthan? 
Will you celebrate your 
birthday in peace? #Ra-
jasthan_in_jungleraj

Rajendra Rathore 
@Rajendra4BJPa

Condemnation for the brutal 
gang rape of minor in Alwar 

under the nose of the 
Rajasthan Govern-
ment is less. There 

is no full time Home 
Minister in the State 

for three years.

STATE BJP ANNOUNCES NEW TEAM OF 
STATE IN-CHARGES ON 7 FRONTS
Tijara: The State BJP has made in-charges of all 
seven fronts. Bhajan Lal took out orders on the 
instructions of BJP State chief Satish Poonia. 
Sushil Katara was made the state in-charge of Yuva 
Morcha while Narayan Singh Dewal became the in-
charge of Kisan Morcha. Ajaypal Singh was made 
the in-charge of Minority Morcha, Diya Kumari of 
Mahila Morcha, Kanak Mal Katara of ST Morcha, 
Mukesh Dadhich became in-charge of SC Morcha, 
and Madhoram Choudhary of OBC Morcha.

Sikar: A woman allegedly killed her abusive husband 
who was an alcoholic in Rajasthan’s Sikar district, 
police said. Hansa Kanwar, a mother of two children, 
strangled her husband Govind Singh (35) with a rope 
in the Dadia area late on Monday night, Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police Rajesh Arya said. He said that 
a verbal spat broke out between the couple following 
which the woman strangled the husband and dragged 
for nearly 20 metres. On information by locals, police 
rushed and shifted the body to a mortuary, Arya said.

FED UP WITH HIS DRINKING, WOMAN 
KILLS ABUSIVE HUBBY IN SIKAR

Udaipur: A teacher of Khajuria Government Adarsh 
Higher Secondary School, Kotra, Gogunda Devilal, 

created a ruckus in the 
school for two hours 
under the infl uence 
of alcohol. He abused 
other teachers by 
being semi-nude on 
the school premises. 

He crossed all limits of obscenity in front of small 
children while speaking abusive words. While 
slapping fellow teacher Babulal Meena with teeth 
and slapping teacher Bhagwan Lal, he also raised 
his hand on the principal. On information, the police 
overpowered the drunk teacher.

DRUNK TEACHER CREATES NUISANCE ON 
SCHOOL PREMISES IN UDAIPUR

`7 crore to modernise
Geology wing of Mines

Kataria honours 405 cattle breeders of State 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The Geology 
wing of  the Mines de-
partment will be mod-
ernised, resourceful 
and equipped at a cost 
of  over Rs 7 crore to 
speed up mineral explo-
ration work in the State.

Additional Chief  Sec-
retary-Mines Subodh 
Agarwal said the budg-
et will be made availa-
ble from Rajasthan 
State Mineral Explora-
tion Trust for this.

During a virtual re-
view meeting of  the 
Trust, he said that the 
main objective of  for-
mation of  RSMET is to 
speed up mineral explo-
ration work and to pro-
vide resources for it.

He added thaty equip-
ment will be made avail-
able in the laboratory at 
a cost of  Rs 4.33 crore. 
Similarly, the drilling 
wing would also be em-
powered by providing 
equipment and resourc-
es costing 58 lakhs. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Agriculture 
and Animal Husbandry 
Minister Lalchand Ka-
taria has said that the 
Government is commit-
ted for the development 
of  livestock in the State.  

As per the wishes of  
CM, innovation made 
in the form of  Pashu-
palak Samman Yojana 
to encourage rearers. 

The Animal Hus-
bandry Minister hon-
oured 405 progressive 
cattle breeders of  the 
State in this program.  

Rs 50,000 to be given 2 
cattle rearers, Rs 25,000 
to 68 animal owners in-
cluding 7 women cattle 
owners to be honored at 
the district level and ten 
to 335 cattle owners in-
cluding 32 women pas-

tors to be honored at the 
panchayat samiti level. 

Kataria was address-
ing the state-level Pashu-
palak Samman ceremo-
ny held virtually in the 
conference hall of  the 
Government Secretariat 

here on Wednesday.  
He said that all the 

three departments of  
Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairy-
ing are making efforts to 
increase the income of  
the farmers of  the state.  
He said Government is 
giving grant at the rate 
of  Rs. 2 per liter on milk 
collection under Mukhy-
amantri Milk Utpadak 
Sambal Yojana.  De-
scribing livestock, Ka-
taria said that complete 
information about the 
schemes should reach 
every village.

MERCURY DROPS

Lalchand Kataria, Arushi Malik while honouring cattle breeders.

People sit around a bonfi re on a cold evening, in Jaipur on Wednesday.—PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA

Promoted by 
Ashiana Housing Ltd.
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First India Bureau

Jaipur: Rajasthan re-
corded three deaths due 
to the coronavirus and 
9,488 fresh infections on 
Wednesday, bringing 
the fatality count to 
8,981 and the infection 
tally to 9,98,126, accord-
ing to the state Medical 
& Health Department.
As of  Wednesday even-
ing, a maximum of  
3,659 fresh cases were 
registered in the state 
capital Jaipur. 
According to the de-
partment, two patients 
died in Jaipur and one 
in Sikar due to the 
infection on Wednesday.
Health Minister Parsa-
di Lal Meena visited the 
JK Lon Hospital here 
on Wednesday and 
took stock of  the prepa-
ration for third wave.

Vikas Sharma

Jaipur: Th On Wednes-
day, 700 nebulizer kits 
were handed over to the 
Medical and Health 
Minister, Parsadi Lal 
Meena, for the commu-
nity health centers of  
state under CSR on be-
half  of  Cipla Limited.
Meena thanked for the 
nebulizer kit. He said 
that like Cipla, other or-
ganisations should also 
come forward and make 
efforts for the coopera-
tion of  common man.

On this occasion, the 
Medical Minister said 
that during the Corona 
epidemic, private insti-

tutions, NGOs and cor-
porate companies 
should come forward & 
ensure their participa-
tion in health services.

He said that every-
one’s support is needed 
to fight against the 
corona pandemic. 

On this occasion MD 
NHM Aruna Rajoria 
said that devices like 
nebulizers prove to be 
very useful in medical 
institutions.

Manager Rahul 
Jain, Ashwini Mathur, 
Sanjay Pathak, Depot 
Manager Joydeep and 
other representatives 
were present on this 
occasion.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In the case of  
the resentment of  inde-
pendent councillors of  
Jaipur Municipal Cor-
poration Heritage, MLA 
Amin Kagzi has written 
a letter to UDH Minister 
Shanti Dhariwal and 
demanded to make in-
dependent councillors 
chairmen in corpora-
tion’s committees. 

On Tuesday, inde-
pendent councillors 
met Amin Kagzi and 
warned of  withdrawing 
support during the 
meeting. Hence, MLA 
Kagzi wrote a letter on 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Minister 
Mahesh Joshi also 
wrote a letter to Minis-
ter Shanti Dhariwal in 
support of  independent 
councillors.

These days the inde-
pendent councillors 
who got the Congress 
board formed in the 
Municipal Corporation 
Heritage seem to be 
unhappy over the work-
ing style of  the Mayor. 
They are upset over the 
delay in forming 
committees in the cor-
poration along with the 
assault of  police 
officers on the office 
bearers of  the Muslim 
organization.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: From now, the 
Jaipur Development 
Authority (JDA) zone 
offices will review 
their work. This as-
sessment will be done 
at the zone level with 
regard to the works 
done in each zone. This 
review meeting will be 
held every Monday. 

The order of  the self-
review of  the zone of-
fices was issued by the 
JDA Secretary Hridesh 
Kumar Sharma. After 
every meeting, the Zone 
Deputy Commissioner 
will send agenda wise 
minutes of  the meeting 
to Additional Commis-
sioner Administration. 
Review will be based on 
the minutes of  meeting.

First India Bureau

Ajmer: RBSE Ajmer 
has started to send the 
REET 2021 results to the 
successful candidates.
Eligibility certificates 
will be sent to districts. 
With this, the success-
ful candidates of  the 
exams will be able to get 
the certificate in their 

own district. The infor-
mation was shared by 
RBSE President Dr DP 
Jaroli. Further, REET 
2022 exam dates have 
also been announced by 
CM Gehlot on Dec 30 via 
tweet. 
RBSE will conduct the 
exam on May 14 and 15, 
2022 for 20,000 new 
teachers.

First India Bureau

Jaipur:  Public Health 
Engineering & Ground 
Water Department Min-
ister Mahesh Joshi met 
Governor Kalraj 
Mishra at Raj Bhavan 
here on Wednesday.
 During his meeting 
with Governor Kalraj 
Mishra, Joshi informed 
him about the progress 
of  water supply 
schemes that is being 
run the state.  

The Minister of  Pub-
lic Health Engineering 
also handed over a 
request letter to the 

Governor regarding 
centrally sponsored 
water supply schemes, 

in which a request has 
been made to provide 
90:10 funding to 

Raj for Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion through the Cen-
tral Government.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In view of  the 
increasing cases of  
Corona, new instruc-
tions were issued in 
the Secretariat. As per 
these instructions, in 
case of  an employee is 
found positive, there 

will be immediate 
tests of  all the employ-
ees in the rooms where 
more than one person 
is working. HOD will 
ensure that the room 
is closed for 72 hours 
and the employees will 
be allowed to work 
from home for the next 

7 days. If  the number 
of  positive employees 
is high, then all the of-
ficers and employees 
of  the department will 
be tested. The con-
cerned head needs to 
ensure the investiga-
tion team is called 
promptly. 

Rajiv Gaur

Jodhpur: Rules are not 
being followed amidst 
third wave of  Corona 
here. A private school 
in the Ratanada area 
Little Elly Elo Interna-
tional School is not fol-
lowing guidelines. chil-
dren are being called to 
school. When parents 
of  children informed 
team of  First India 
News, the school teach-
ers misbehaved with 
First India team & even 
tried to break cameras. 
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First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Rajasthan 
Knowledge Corpora-
tion Limited (RKCL) 
distributed crutches, 
tricycles & artificial 
limbs through Bhag-
wan Mahaveer Viklang 
Sahayata Samiti to help 
specially-abled. 

RKCL Managing Di-
rector Ravindra Shukla 
informed that on the 
instructions of  Princi-
pal Secretary, Informa-
tion Technology and 
Communication De-

partment, Alok Gupta, 
the programme was or-
ganised under social 

responsibility. He said 
that specially-abled peo-
ple are a part of  our so-

ciety and it is also our 
responsibility to work 
for their welfare and to-

wards making them 
self-reliant. Shukla said 
that these devices 
would help specially-
abled people to increase 
their capabilities.

In the programme, 
the Chief  Financial Of-
ficer of  Rajasthan 
Knowledge Corpora-
tion Limited, Dinesh 
Khandelwal informed 
about the work being 
done under CSR. Artifi-
cial limbs were provid-
ed to 60 specially-abled 
persons, crutches to 15, 
wheelchairs to 10.

Differently-abled get gift of artificial limbs
PLETHORA OF SURPRISES

JAL JEEVAN MISSION



Raj Knowledge 
Corporation 

Limited (RKCL) 
distributes 60 

artificial limbs, 
15 crutches, 10 

wheelchairs and 
15 tricycles to 

specially-abled 
people.

RAJ SEES THREE COVID-19 
DEATHS, 9,488 NEW CASES
43 STAFF AT CMO 
TEST COVID 
POSITIVE.
SAMPLES WERE 
TAKEN OF 179 
PERSONNEL

9,98,126
TOTAL CASES

9488 IN A DAY

9,50,697
TOTAL

RECOVERED

8,981
TOTAL DEATHS

3 IN A DAY

38,448
ACTIVE CASES

16,919 IN JAIPUR

COVID-19 
UPDATE

GUIDELINES FOR CORONA IN SECRETARIAT 

A health worker conducts Covid test of a person sitting in 
his car at Govind Marg.    —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

JODH TEACHERS 
MISBEHAVE 
WITH MEDIA

MLA Kalicharan Saraf, who 
has tested -VE, at a free 
vax camp organised at 
Bhaskar Shiksha Niketan 
Secondary School.

Parsadi Lal Meena gets nebulizers from offi cials of Cipla ltd.

—
FILE PHOTO

Governor Kalraj Mishra in a discussion with minister Mahesh Joshi.

Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti distributing tricycles to specially-abled.

Pharma company
gives 700 nebulizers
to Health Minister

Kagzi writes letter to
Dhariwal seeks posts for 
independent councillors

JDA zone offices to review zonal work RBSE sends certificates to 
successful REET-21 candidates

Joshi seeks 90:10 funding in Jal Jeevan 
Mission, submits letter to Governor

GAJENDRA SHEKHAWAT’S SECURITY 
UPGRADED TO Z CATEGORY

JAIPUR AIRPORT DIRECTOR JS 
BALHARA TRANSFERED TO AAI

Jaipur: Security beefed up for Union Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekha-
wat. He has been given 
Z category security 
reasons. Shekhawat is 
the in charge of Punjab 
BJP. Recently Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat had 
slammed the Punjab 
government over PM’s 
security and said that 
it is shameful that the 
government is hiding 
the truth by diverting 
attention towards empty chairs in the rally.

Jaipur: JS Balhara, the director of Jaipur airport, 
was transferred to the regional headquarters of 
Airport Authority of 
India (AAI) in Delhi, 
on Wednesday. He has 
been posted as General 
Manager (Administration) 
there. Bolhara had a stint 
of 5 years and 3 months 
at the city airport since 
his appointment in Octo-
ber 2016. The manage-
ment of the airport was 
handed over to a private party on October 11 last 
year. Hence, his transfer was expected since then.

NEWS DIGEST

CANINE TERROR! AJMER MINOR 
GIRL BITTEN BY DOG
Ajmer: On Wednesday,  in Bhavsa village of Arai 
in Ajmer district, 5 year old Mansum was attacked 
by a stray dog. It is being said that the innocent 
was playing outside her house when a stray dog 
roaming in the street came and attacked her.  
Some people saw and rescued the innocent from 
the clutches of that dog and brought her to the 
state hospital of Arai for treatment in a bloody 
condition.  The terror of stray animals continues. 
Fortunately, innocent did not suffer any serious 
injury, otherwise there could have been a big loss.

—FILE PHOTO
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

There are three gates to 
this self-destructive hell: 
lust, anger, and greed. 
Renounce these three.

—Bhagavad Gita

IN-DEPTH

Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal

Interacted with representatives from 
various industry associations to 

discuss growth opportunities amidst 
the pandemic. Took detailed feedback 
& suggestions of industry leaders on 
ways to combat ongoing challenges, 
support affected sectors & improve 

ease of doing business.

Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
@mansukhmandviya

In 2014, there were only seven 
AIIMS in the country. But after 2014, 
the number of AIIMS approved has 
increased to 22. At the same time, 

various reforms have been undertaken 
to make the medical education 
sector more transparent: PM @

NarendraModiJi #TNThanksModiji

TOP TWEETS

IMRAN’S LAUGHABLE 
BOAST ON PAKISTAN 
ECONOMY IS BETTER 
THAN INDIA’S

ast year Pakistan got 
a US$ 3 billion loan 
from Saudi Arabia in 
a bailout package. 
The terms on which 

the loan was given would embar-
rass any sovereign nation, but 
not Pakistan. 

The money had to be kept in 
the State Bank of  Pakistan and 
Islamabad is required to return 
the money whenever the Saudis 
demand. Overall, Pakistan is 
among the top ten countries 
with largest debts along with 
Angola, Ethiopia and others. 

Pakistan is also unable to rein 
in inflation which is in double 
digits compared to single digit 
in India. Yet Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan would like to boast 
that his country’s economy was 
doing better than that of  India. 
He claimed that “Pakistan is 
still one of  the cheapest coun-
tries in the world”. 

Ironically, his statement has 
come at a time when the country 
finds itself  cash-strapped.

While being boastful of  his 
country’s performance Imran 
Khan forgot that Pakistan is ac-
tually caught in a debt trap. 

L

ed by cabinet min-
ister Swami Pras-
ad Maurya, 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party legislators 

have resigned due to their 
sudden disenchantment with 
the ruling dispensation. 
Maurya, who was the first to 
resign as minister, has de-
nied that he is joining the 
Samajwadi Party. 

At a press conference he 
told the media to wait till 
January 14 when he will an-
nounce his future roadmap. 
Besides Maurya, Dara Singh 
Chauhan, another minister, 
and four MLAs have also 
jumped ship. It is believed 
they are headed towards the 
SP camp. Maurya has claimed 
that 10-12 legislators are 
poised to quit in a day or two. 
That means more resigna-

tions are likely. What raises 
doubts about their objective, 
however, is that these rebels 
are yet to resign from the 
BJP. Is some bargaining be-
tween them and the BJP top 
leadership underway?     

If  these leaders do join the 
SP, it will indeed be a huge 

setback for Yogi Adityanath 
and the BJP. Many of  these 
rebels, including Maurya, 
not only belong to the OBC 
category but wield consider-
able influence among back-
wards. The BJP, which is fo-
cused on OBCs, Dalits (in-
cluding Jatavs) and upper 
castes, will have a tough op-
ponent in SP if  it can bring 
together OBCs and Muslims. 
Until these rebels decide on 
their future course of  action, 
SP seems to have won a psy-
chological war over the BJP. 

These Gaya Rams do not 
always succeed in deciding 
the fate of  elections in favour 
of  the party they join. One 
may recall how Trinamool 
Congress leaders had 
dumped Mamata Banerjee 
before assembly elections. 
Didi only emerged stronger.  

WAIT TILL SP MAURYA 
RESIGNS FROM BJP

If these leaders do join 
the SP, it will indeed be a 

huge setback for Yogi 
Adityanath and the BJP. 

Many of these rebels, 
including Maurya, not 
only belong to the OBC 

category but wield 
considerable influence 

among backwards

L

Revolt against the Plutocracy in the 
‘Land of wanderers’ Kazaksthan

‘Kazakhs are accustomed 
to patience but they have 

grown tired and they 
have had enough’ as the 

locals are heard chanting 
in the streets gathering 
more people to join the 

march against the 
exploitative eco-political 

class and the one clan 
which lives well and 

everyone else is in poverty

n the bastion of  stability in 
central Asia, there was an up-
rising of  the common citizens 
and large gatherings of  mass 
civilians which commenced 
in front of  mayor’s house in 
the Mangystau province and 
soon the mayor’s office in Al-
maty the largest city of  the 
9th largest Country in the 
world was set ablaze. For the 
first time since the formation 
of  sovereign and independent 
Kazaksthan in 1990 there has 
been unrest and protests on 
the street witnessed of  this 
magnitude with charred cars 
littering the nomadic cities. 
This new year brought with it 
the shift in the balance of  
power from Government led 
authoritarian regime towards 
the streets for more democrat-
ically open political system. 

The protests sparked by 
soaring fuel prices and al-
most doubling of  LPG prices 
on the 1st of  January, 2022 
went onto leading to bottled 
up emotions oozing out and 
protestors grew to address 
the wider grievances such as 
the Kazakh elites trading po-
litical freedom for economic 
growth, rise of  inequality 
and gap enlarging between 
haves and have nots, lack of  
people’s representation in 
politics and rampant corrup-
tion to top it all. 

‘Kazakhs are accustomed to 

patience but they have grown 
tired and they have had 
enough’ as the locals are heard 
chanting in the streets gather-
ing more people to join the 
march against the exploitative 
eco-political class and the one 
clan which lives well and eve-
ryone else is in poverty. 

PLUTOCRACY 
Nur Sultan Nazarbayev, a for-
mer loyalist of  the communist 
party who has been known as 
Elbasy (meaning the father of  
the nation) has been the Presi-
dent of  Kazaksthan for 5 con-
secutive terms starting from 
1990 and finally stepping down 
only in 2019 as President but 
remained the Chairman of  the 
National Security Council till 
he was succeeded by the cho-
sen one and passing the baton 
of  power to the current all-
powerful President Kassym–
Jomart Tokayev who has is-
sued the ‘shoot-to-kill’ order 
and suspiciously blaming a 
band of  international terror-
ists behind the widespread 
violence engulfed recently. In 
the country which is struck by 
the crippling economy, down 
paddling of  GDP and current-
ly marred by the pandemic 
there are political elites of  

Astana sitting in Chateaux of  
western European nations 
dealing in crypto & gold for the 
large reserves of  oil, gas and 
uranium they possess where-
as larger local populace de-
mands political accountability 
and protection of  their lands. 

SHAL KET ! 
“OLD MAN, GO”
The Prime Minister along 
with his cabinet resigning on 
the 5th January and fuel pric-
es reduced as a response to the 
mass protests, the President 
Tokayev accepted the resigna-
tion and also took on charge 
as the Chairman of  the Na-
tional Security council and 
stating that he would act as 
tough as possible showcasing 
the shift of  power from de 
facto ruler Nur-Sultan also 
called as dictator by the fellow 
opposing party men went on 
becoming from being the be-
loved father of  the nation to 
being the most hated person 
of  the Nation, Nur Sultan’s 
statues have been vandalized 
and brought down by the an-
gry mob who once paid re-
spect to the man who won 5 
consecutive elections and won 
twice with 98% votes, the sec-
ond time was as recent as 2015 

elections but now the major 
cities of  Kazaksthan have the 
slogan of  shal ket ! (go old 
man, go) indicating the disap-
pointment towards their for-
mer President and the protest 
is not just against the oil pric-
es but the grievances are 
much wider and have deep 
roots in the eco-political land-
scape of  Kazaksthan. 

TOKAYEV’S IRON HAND 
After Ukraine and Belarus, 
Kazaksthan is the 3rd former 
Soviet country to face similar 
protests. Tokayev, The Presi-
dent issuing a decree banning 
mass gatherings, restricting 
movements, curb on internet 
and imposing an overnight 
curfew to remain until 19th 
January and a peace keeping 
mission being deployed by 
CSTO (Collective Security 
Treaty Organization) on the 
President’s request to an old 
ally and one of  the closest 
friend, Kremlin sending in 
2000 troops to stabilize the 
situation and to assist local 
law enforcement officers to 
bring back normalcy and dis-
place the common populace 
off  the streets. 

ALGA! KAZAKSTHAN 
Amid the death toll rising 
above 160, the protestors moti-
vated by different grievances 
and motives and staging pro-
test in different places and re-
jecting the soviet-era leaders 
want a strong, sovereign and a 
truly politically representative 
independent country. 

Alga (forward) ! Kazaksthan 
– marking the new age slogan. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

I
PURUSHENDRA SINGH

The writer is Assistant Professor, Dept. of 
International Relations, Vivekananad Global 

University, Jaipur /(VGU,Jaipur)

For the first time since formation of sovereign 
and Independent Kazaksthan in 1990 there has
been unrest and protests on the street witnessed of 

this magnitude with charred cars littering the 
nomadic cities. This new year brought with it the shift 

in the balance of power from Government led 
authoritarian regime towards the streets for 
more democratically open political system
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Mahesh Sharma

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court-appointed 
technical committee 
probing the Pegasus es-
pionage case had issued 
a public notice, asking 
anyone who believes 
that their phone was 
hacked and spied on 
with Pegasus 

software, to come for-
ward and submit their 
phone so that it can be 
sent for forensic exami-
nation. The committee 
had given a week’s time 
for this, which ended on 
January 7. So far it is not 
known how many people 
came forward on panel’s 
appeal and how many 
submitted their phones 
for forensic examina-
tion. But it is certain 
that phone of  former 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi will not be 
verified because was out 
of  the country till the 
deadline and also there 
is no such intention of  

Congress to deposit Ra-
hul’s phone.

Rahul had gone abroad 
at the end of  last year to 
celebrate New Year. Had 
the Congress submitted 
his phone for investiga-
tion, it would have in-
formed about it by hold-
ing a press conference. 
Significantly, this espio-
nage scandal was ex-
posed in the media just 
before Monsoon Session 
of  Parliament. Investiga-
tive journalists from all 
over the world worked 
together on this. Accord-
ing to this disclosure, 
even Opposition leaders, 
journalists, ministers, of-

ficials and judges were 
spied upon in India. 
When the news came, 
many ministers of  the 
BJP & also government 
had challenged that peo-
ple whose phones are be-
ing said to be spied upon, 
should get FIR lodged. 
But even then no one 
came forward and even 
now no one is coming.

This would mean that 
just like minor ‘corri-
gendum’ carried by a 
some media, even politi-
cians & civil society’s 
claims were baseless 
and all were engaged in 
making allegations just 
to corner government. 

Pegasus row: Rahul fails to give phone 
to SC tech panel for forensic exam!

Kavita Pant

New Delhi: Prepara-
tions are underway for 
the Budget Session of  
Parliament and the gov-
ernment is preparing 
the Budget. On February 
1, Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
will present the coun-
try’s General Budget. At 
that time the campaign-
ing for the Assembly 
elections in five states 
including Uttar Pradesh 
will be at its peak. 

The first phase of  

polling is to be held on 
February 10. Just be-
fore that the General 
Budget will come. So 
just imagine, what ad-
vantage the BJP can get 
from this Budget rues 
the Opposition! Last 
year also the General 
Budget was presented 
just before the elections 
to five states and even 
then this issue arose 
and interim budget is 
presented before every 
Lok Sabha election and 
even then such ques-
tions arise.

But the Election 
Commission has al-
ready made it clear that 
it cannot do anything 
in the matter of  the 

General Budget. When 
questions were asked 
about this at the time 
of  announcement of  
elections, the Commis-

sion declared that its 
hands were tied. This 
means that the General 
Budget will come be-
fore the first phase of  
polling, in which the 
government can make 
a lot of  election an-
nouncements in the 
name of  public welfare. 
In order to please the 
middle class, there can 
be announcement like 
exemption in direct 
tax, then government 
can make some an-
nouncements regard-
ing excise duty etc. 

Then there will be an-
nouncements about 
new trains, new roads 
and industries. An an-
nouncement will be 
made about small and 
medium industries. A 
rosy picture of  the 
country’s economy will 
be shown in the Eco-
nomic Survey and the 
growth rate will be es-
timated. Imagine how 
the Opposition will re-
spond to this and you 
will know what is about 
to happen, politically, 
in the days to come!

ADVANTAGE IN POLL BOUND STATES?
GENERAL BUDGET 2022-23

Retail inflation spikes to 5-month high of 5.59% in Dec
New Delhi: In a double 
whammy for the econo-
my, India’s retail infla-
tion rate shot up to a 
five month high in De-
cember and growth in 
factory output deceler-
ated to a nine month 
low in November.

Data released by the 
statistics department 
showed retail inflation 
rate as measured by the 
consumer price index 
rose to 5.59 per cent in 
December from 4.91 per 
cent a month ago. 
Growth in factory out-
put as measured by the 
Index of  industrial pro-

duction (IIP), on the 
other hand, dipped to 
1.4 per cent in Novem-
ber compared to 4 per 
cent in the preceding 
month.

Rising pricing pres-
sure in clothing and 
footwear (8.3 per cent) 
and fuel group (10.95 per 
cent) contributed to the 
rise in retail inflation 
while food inflation also 
rose to 4.05 per cent. For 
factory output, manu-
facturing sector growth 
slowed down to 0.9 per 
cent while mining and 
electricity output grew 
at 5 per cent and 2.1 per 

cent respectively.
According to the gov-

ernment’s statistics de-
partment, the economy 
is expected to grow at 9.2 
per cent in FY22, lower 
than the 9.5 per cent es-
timate by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund 
as well as the Reserve 
Bank of  India. The eco-
nomic damage brought 
about by the second 
Covid wave in India has 
already been unwound, 
with output effectively 
returning to pre-pan-
demic levels even 
though contact-inten-
sive sectors, like trade 

and hotels are still be-
low pre-pandemic lev-
els.

However, most econo-
mists believe the official 
GDP data has over-
looked the imminent 
impact of  the third wave 
on growth momentum. 
With the escalating Cov-
id-19 caseload, many 
states have imposed 
night and weekend cur-
fews to curb the spread 
of  the third wave, ad-
versely impacting mo-
bility and contact sensi-
tive services.

Sluggish growth mo-
mentum in the Decem-

ber quarter and emerg-
ing risk from the third 
Covid-19 wave may 
shave 80 basis points 
(bps) off  India’s real 
GDP growth to 9 per 
cent for FY22, Citigroup 
said in its latest esti-
mate.

The World Bank on 
Tuesday while retaining 
its 8.3 per cent growth 
forecast for FY22 said 
easing supply disrup-
tions related to Covid-19 
and deficient demand 
led to a return of  infla-
tion in India toward the 
central bank’s target in 
late-2021. —PTI

THREAT HAS BY NO WAY BEEN REDUCED:
NARAVANE ON CHINA BORDER CONCERNS
Army has reorganised and rebalanced forces to meet the threat from both China and Pakistan: Gen
New Delhi: India and 
China have been work-
ing on “mutual disen-
gagement” and there 
have been positive de-
velopments, but the 
“threat” is very much 
high, Army chief  
General MM Nara-
vane told reporters 
today. The 14th round 
of  commander-level 
talks between the two 
neighbours were also 
held on Wednesday.

“The 14th round of  
the Corps Commander 
level talks is underway, 
and I am hopeful that 
you shall see further 
developments in the 
days ahead. But while 
there has been partial 
disengagement, the 
threat has by no means 
reduced,” General 
Naravane told report-

ers on the occasion of  
Army Day.

Disengagement has 
to happen from friction 
areas, then we can think 
of  deescalation, the 
Army chief  said.

He said India’s re-
sponse to Chinese at-
tempt to unilaterally 
change status quo 
along the Line of  Ac-
tual Control, or LAC, 
was “very robust”.

On a question about 
China building a village 
in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Upper Subansiri dis-
trict, General Naravane 
said, “The MEA (Minis-
try of  External Affairs) 

has amply clarified our 
position. This is arising 
because the LAC is not 
demarcated and there 
are different percep-
tions. As long as the 
boundary issue is con-

cerned, for once and for 
all, the border issue has 
to be resolved. As far as 
we are concerned, we 
are very well poised all 
along our borders and 
there is no question that 
any status quo as it ex-
ists today will be altered 
by force.”

General Naravane 
said the Army has reor-
ganised and rebalanced 
forces to meet the threat 
from both China and Pa-
kistan. “In line with our 
operational realities, we 
have undertaken reor-
ganisation and rebal-
ancing of  forces. Reori-
entation of  additional 
forces to the northern 
borders has been car-
ried out, while retaining 
our punitive strike capa-
bility, along the western 
front,” he said. —ANI

INDIAN ARMY DEVELOPING INFRA IN 
BORDER AREAS: GEN NARAVANE

ARMY CHIEF TERMS NAGALAND 
FIRING INCIDENT AS ‘REGRETTABLE’

New Delhi: Indian Army Chief General MM Nara-
vane on Wednesday said that the Indian Army is 
upgrading and developing infrastructure at the bor-
der areas to deal with the ‘nefarious’ neighbours. 
“Up-gradation and development of infrastructure 
along the Northern Borders are being carried out 
in a holistic and comprehensive manner including 
roads and tunnels, for all-weather connectivity, 
strategic railway lines, additional bridges across 
the Brahmaputra, up-gradation of bridges on 
critical Indo-China Border Roads, and storage for 
supplies, fuel and ammunition”, informed Gen MM 
Naravane. He added that since January last year, 
there has been a positive development on India’s 
northern and western borders. —ANI

New Delhi: Army Chief General MM Naravane on 
Wednesday termed the Nagaland firing incident as 
“regrettable” and said that it is being thoroughly 
investigated and also assured of “appropriate 
action” based on the outcome of the in-
vestigation. “The regrettable incident 
that occurred in Oting, Nagaland 
on December 4 is being thor-
oughly investigated. We remain 
committed to the security of our 
countrymen, even during the 
conduct of operations,” the 
Army Chief said while 
addressing media 
persons. —ANI

SSM DECLARES 10 
CANDIDATES, 
RAJEWAL FROM 
SAMRALA
Chandigarh: Sanyukt 
Samaj Morcha (SSM), 
a political front of 19 
farm organisations, on 
Wednesday announced 
a list of 10 candidates 
for the February 14 
Punjab assembly polls. 
Morcha convener Balbir 
Singh Rajewal will 
contest from Samrala. 
Other candidates are: 
Prem Singh Bhangu 
from Ghanour, Har-
jinder Singh Tanda 
from Khadoor Sahib, 
Ravneet Singh Brar 
from Mohali, Dr 
Sukhmandeep Dhillon 
from Taran Taran, 
Rajesh Kumar from 
Kartarpur, Ramandeep 
Singh from Jaitu, Ajay 
Kumar from Phillaur, 
Balraj Thakur from 
Qadain and Navdeep 
Sangha from Moga. 

—ANI

ED ATTACHES 
FUNDS OF NBFC IN 
CHINESE-FUNDED 
INSTANT LOAN APPS

New Delhi: The ED has 
attached Rs 72.32 crore 
lying in various bank 
accounts and payment 
gateway accounts of Ku-
dos Finance and Invest-
ments Pvt Ltd, an Indian 
Non-Banking Financial 
Company (NBFC), and its 
various fintech partner 
companies in a laundering 
case. The agency attached 
the amounts under the 
PMLA, 2002. ED is con-
ducting money laundering 
investigation against a 
number of Indian NBFC 
companies & their fintech 
partner Mobile Applica-
tions (APPs).

ARREST PUNJAB CM: HIMANTA BISWA 
SARMA ON PM SECURITY BREACH
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Wednesday alleged that the Congress 
high command and his Punjab counterpart had 
conspired to assassinate the prime minister 
through the ‘security breach’ on January 5 while 
Narendra Modi was visiting the northern state. He 
demanded that Charanjit Singh Channi, the chief 
minister of Punjab, should be arrested for his role 
in the alleged conspiracy. 

J-K: ENCOUNTER BREAKS OUT BETWEEN 
SECURITY FORCES, TERRORISTS IN KULGAM
Jammu and Kashmir: An encounter broke out 
between security forces and terrorists at the 
Pariwan area of Jammu and Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district, informed Kashmir Zone Police late on 
Wednesday.“#Encounter has started at Pariwan 
area of #Kulgam. Police and security forces are 
on the job. Further details shall follow. @JmuK-
mrPolice,” Kashmir Zone Police tweeted. More 
details are awaited.

CASE AGAINST ACTOR SIDDHARTH OVER 
DEROGATORY COMMENT AGAINST NEHWAL
Hyderabad: Hyderabad Police on Wednesday filed a 
case actor Siddharth for allegedly making derogatory 
comments against Saina Ne-
hwal on Twitter. In a telephonic 
conversation, KVM Prasad, 
Additional DCP, Cyber Crime 
Wing, Detective Department, 
Hyderabad said, “A woman 
named Prerna approached 
Cyber Crime Wing and lodged a complaint against actor 
Siddharth for his sexist remarks against shuttler Nehwal 
on Twitter.” The police official said that the basis of the 
complaint a case has been registered under Sections 
509 of the IPC and 67 of Information Technology Act.

PUNJAB CM CHANNI’S COUSIN BROTHER 
JASWINDER JOINS BJP
Chandigarh: Ahead of the 
Punjab Assembly Elections, Jas-
winder Singh Dhaliwal, cousin 
brother of the Punjab Chief 
Minister Charanjit Singh Channi 
joined the BJP on January 11 in 
Chandigarh, Punjab. He joined 
the party in the presence of 
Punjab BJP in-charge Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
Many political leaders are switching their sides ahead 
of the elections. The Punjab Assembly Elections will 
be held on February 14.

General MM Naravane

Rahul Gandhi

Shah chairs 2nd round 
of UP core group meet
New Delhi: Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah chaired the sec-
ond round of  UP core 
group meeting of  BJP 
held at party headquar-
ters in the national cap-
ital on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, after the 
first round of  meeting, 
Shah took over as three 
sitting BJP MLAs in-
cluding Swami Prasad 
Maurya quit the party, 
said sources. Besides 
Shah, UP CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath, Deputy CM Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya 
and Dinesh Sharma, 
state election incharge 
Dharmendra Pradhan, 
party general secretary 
BL Santosh and BJP 

state president Swatan-
tra Dev Singh were pre-
sent at the meeting. BJP 
president JP Nadda 
joined the meeting vir-
tually. The meeting was 
held to discuss the poll 
strategy and deliberate 
on the name of  the 
probable candidates 
who will be put before 
the Central Election 
Committee (CEC) in a 
couple of  days. 

—ANI

CRUCIAL READ
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Jaipur: All stakehold-
ers should collaborate 
when it comes to the 
skilling and training 
process. Training must 
be given keeping in 
mind the requirement 
of  the industry. RSLDC 
has trained around 4.9 
lakhs youth in all skill 
development schemes. 
This was informed by 
MD, Rajasthan Skill & 
Livelihoods Develop-

ment Corporation, Na-
lini Kathotia. She was 
delivering the keynote 
address at the inaugu-

ral session of  the vir-
tual edition of  the 5th 
Rajasthan Skills Sum-
mit on Wednesday. 

TRAINING MUST AS PER 
REQUIREMENT: NALINI

5TH RAJ SKILLS SUMMIT

INVESTMENT SUMMIT 

GOVT WORKING TO ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT: MIN
MoUs worth Rs 4,649 crore inked at Udaipur summit; Dausa, Bundi, Bikaner, Banswara and Baran summits attracted huge investment
First India Bureau 

Udaipur: Revenue 
Minister Ramlal Jat on 
Wednesday said that 
industries have got a 
big boost in the state 
due to the policies of  
the Ashok Gehlot gov-
ernment.

“With the invest-
ment-friendly policies 
and planned develop-
ment of  the state gov-
ernment, a new era of  
industrial development 
is starting in Udaipur 
district, which will 
open new doors of  en-
terprise and employ-
ment opportunities,” he 
said in an investment 
summit in Udaipur.

He said that the gov-
ernment is working to 
encourage investment 
and to provide a better 
environment for inves-
tors. Industry Minister 
Shakuntla Rawat also 
addressed the summit 
through video confer-
ence. MoUs worth Rs 4, 
649 crore were signed in 
the summit. Collector 
Chetan Deora said that 
several investors signed 
MoUs and LOIs for in-
vestment in Udaipur.

Revenue Minister Ramlal Jat addressing the summit in Udaipur on Wednesday.

Bundi fetches investment 
proposal of `2734.21-cr

MoUs FOR INVESTEMENT OF 
`715-CR SIGNED IN BARAN

First India Bureau 

Bundi: Investment pro-
posals worth Rs 2734.21 
were received for Bundi 
during an investment 
summit on Wednesday. 
The summit was held 
virtually, which was ad-
dressed by the Sports 
Minister Ashok Chan-
dna.15 MoUs and 17 LoI 
worth Rs 2734.21 crore 
were signed in the sum-
mit. The proposals are 

related to sectors like 
agriculture, education, 
tourism, entertain-
ment, mining etc. Con-
gratulating the officers 
on the investment pro-
posals of  more than Rs 
2700 crores in the dis-
trict, Chandna said that 
the amount of  propos-
als was biggest in Kota 
division. “This will pro-
vide employment op-
portunities to the youth 
of  the area.” he said.

First India Bureau 

Baran: Memorandums 
of  Understanding for 
investment of  Rs 715 
crore in Baran district 
were signed in an in-
vestment summit held 
in a hotel on Kota road
on Wednesday.Minister 
in charge Rajendra 
Gudha was present in 
the summit while 
mines minister Pramod 
Jain Bhaya joined the 

summit through video 
conference. During the 
summit, MoU/LoI 
worth Rs 715 crore were 
signed in the summit 
attended by several en-
trepreneurs.MLA Nir-
mala Sahariya, Baran 
Zila Pramukh Urmila 
Jain Bhaya, Nagar 
Parishad chairperson 
Jyoti Paras, Collector 
Rajendra Vijay and 
others were also pre-
sent in the summit.

DAUSA GETS ̀ 1,000-CR INVESTMENT
First India Bureau 

Dausa: The ‘Invest 
Dausa Summit’ organ-
ised here on Wednesday 
has attracted invest-
ments worth Rs 1,000 
crore. 

Women and Child De-
velopment Minister 
Mamata Bhupesh and 
Minister of  State for 
Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion Murari Lal Meena 
attended the event while 
Bandikui legislator GR 

Khatana and District 
Collector Piyush Sama-
ria were present.

Memoranda of  Under-
standing (MoUs) and Let-
ters of  Intent (LoIs) worth 
totalling Rs 1,000 crore 
were signed at the event, 
organised by District In-
dustries Centre and RII-
CO.  The sectors in which 
the investors showed 
their interest are educa-
tion, health and indus-
trial development.  The 
ministers said that this 
would open the gates for 
industrial development 
in the district.

Tourism and Civil Aviation 
Minister Murari Lal Meena

Raj leaders play vital role in poll-bound states

Yogesh Sharma 

Jaipur: From ticket 
distribution to making 
election strategy, doz-
ens of  BJP and Con-
gress leaders from Ra-
jasthan will play crucial 
role in the Assembly 
elections in five states.

In Punjab, in-charge 

of  both Congress and 
BJP are from Ra-
jasthan. Ex-minister in 
Gehlot government, 
Harish Chaudhary, is 
the AICC in charge for 
Punjab while Union Jal 
Shakti minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat is 
BJP’s in charge of  
Punjab.Union minister 

Arjun Ram Meghwal is 
the co-in charge in UP, 
where the Congress has 
given the responsibili-
ty to Dheeraj Gurjar as 
secretary. Gurjar is 
looking after election 
management in UP 
with Priyanka Gandhi.

In Manipur elec-
tions, BJP has given 

responsibility to Union 
Labor Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav as elec-
tion in-charge. Yadav is 
BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP 
from Rajasthan.

Similarly, in Uttara-
khand, Congress lead-
er Kuldeep Indora was 
given the responsibili-
ty of  co-in-charge. 

Man gets 20-year 
jail for raping 
minor in Jhalawar
Kota: A special court in 
Rajasthan’s Jhalawar 
district has sentenced a 
22-year-old man to 20 
years of  imprisonment 
for raping a teenager in 
2020. The Protection of  
Children from Sexual 
Offenses (POCSO) Act 
court also slapped the 
convict with a fine of  Rs 
35,000 for raping the 
16-year-old girl, a Class 
10 student.           —FIB

First India Bureau 

Sawai Madhopur: 
In yet another inci-
dent of  tigers’ clash 
over territory, a tiger 
was injured in Ranth-
ambore, Sawai Mad-
hopur on Wednesday. 
In the fight, tiger 
T-129 got injured.    
With the increasing 
number of  tigers at 
the sanctuary, the 
struggle for the area 
is going on. 

However, monitor-
ing of  tigers is being 
done by the Forest 
Department.  Usual-
ly, the movement of  
tiger T-129 is found in 
the Kundal forest 
area.  Deputy Conser-
vator of  Forests Ran-
thambore Tiger Pro-
ject Mahendra Shar-
ma told that a photo 
of  injured Tiger 
T-129 was captured. 

Tonk: A team of  Tonk-
Jaipur ACB has suc-
ceeded in arresting the 
contract worker Monu 
Sharma in Malpura 
municipality red-hand-

ed while taking a bribe 
of  Rs 15,000, along with 
a colleague of  the ACB, 
Prem Chand has also 
been arrested.  ASP 
Narottam, keeping the 

name of  the complain-
ant secret, said that the 
complainant appeared 
in the office and lodged 
a complaint, in which 
in lieu of  making old 

payment, the accused 
demanded a bribe of  Rs 
25,000 in the name of  
the husband of  the 
chairman of  the mu-
nicipality. —FIB

Municipality contract worker held for taking ` 5,000 bribe

Harish Chaudhary GS Shekhawat Arjun Ram Meghwal Bhupender Yadav Kuldeep Indora

Clash over 
territory: Tiger 
T-129 injured in 
Ranthambore

Injured tiger T-129

Nalini Kathotia, Atul Sharma. Praveen Paranjape, Narayanan 
Ramaswamy, Sunil Kumar Yadav, Ratan Agrawal, NK Jain virtually 
participated in the 5th edition of Rajasthan Skills Summit.

Shaurya Chakra awardee 
to observe hunger strike  
First India Bureau 

Jhunjhunu: Vikas 
Jakhar, a recipient of  
Shaurya Chakra, who 
resigned as Comman-
dant in CRPF against 
corruption in Ra-
jasthan government, 
has announced to go 
on fast-unto-death 
from January 17 in 
Jhunjhunu.

Jakhar alleged that 
the state government 

has failed to curb ir-
regularities in competi-
tive exams and there-
fore he along with his 
wife Suman Poonia 
will start the fast-unto-
death at his home. 
Jakhar said it is neces-
sary to eliminate fear 
from students. Adress-
ing the press confer-
ence, he that he was 
prevented from staging 
a dharna at Shaheed 
Smarak in Jaipur.

Banswara: Twenty-
seven MoUs and 6 LoIs 
worth Rs 1272.64 crores 
were signed during the 
investment summit in 
Banswara on Wednes-
day. The investment 
will generate 4961 new 
job opportunities in the 
district.Minister of  
State for Energy Bhan-
war Singh Bhati was 
particiapted in the in-
vestment summit.

`1272.64-cr 
investment for 
Banswara

`15,000-cr investment for Bikaner
First India Bureau 

Bikaner: The ‘Invest 
Bikaner Summit’ has 
received massive re-
sponse. As many as 
120 Memoranda of  un-
derstanding (MoUs) 
and letters of  intent 
(LoIs) worth a whop-
ping Rs 15,000 crore 
were signed at the 
event organised here 
on Wednesday. It is ex-
pected to create 20,000 

jobs in the district.
The renewable en-

ergy sector alone mus-
tered Rs 10,000 crore 

investment. Industries 
& Commerce Minister 
Shakuntala Rawat vir-
tually joined the event.

Education Min BD Kalla and Disaster Management & Relief Min 
Govind Ram Meghwal addressed the audience through VC.



COVID-19 
UPDATE

WORLD

55,23,788
TOTAL DEATHS

26,19,00,448
TOTAL RECOVERED

4,70,05,950
ACTIVE CASES

31,44,30,186
TOTAL CASES

INDIA

4,84,655
TOTAL DEATHS

3,46,30,536
TOTAL RECOVERED

9,55,319
ACTIVE CASES

3,60,70,510 
TOTAL CASES

A very Happy Lohri to all of us! 
May our granaries overflow and 
no one go to sleep hungry! 

—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: Questions are 
being raised, in the bu-
reaucratic circles of  the 
state these days, on the 
posting of  two RAS of-
ficers, with a ‘stained’ 
image, as Special Assis-
tant (SA) to two minis-
ters. Issuing order in 
this regard, DoP ap-
pointed Brajesh Kumar 
Chandoliya as SA to 
minister Govind Ram 
Meghwal and Bansid-
har Kumawat as SA to 
MoS Rajendra Singh 
Gudha.  Both the RAS 

officers have been con-
troversial figures and 
their image is some-
what questionable. 
Chandoliya, a 1997 
batch RAS officer has 
had 20 postings and in 
his 23 years of  service 
during which he has 
been put on APO thrice. 
In the past, he has 
served as SA to former 
minister, Late Bhanwar 
Lal Meghwal. In Janu-
ary 2021, he was ap-
pointed as Additional 
CEO of  Greater Jaipur 
Municipal Corporation 
(GJMC) and after ACB’s 

recent raid on GJMC, 
Chandoliya has come 
under ‘limelight’. Chad-
oliya also had the 
charge of  Fire DC and 
fingers were raised as to 
why were the files re-
lated to giving Fire NOC 
being released after a 
huge wait. 

His signatures were 
also required for issu-
ing the payment on 
challans of  tenders and 
files of  Health and Gar-
den section and word is 
that he may have come 
under ACB’s radar, but 
Chandoliya went on a 

leave and then ‘man-
aged’ his transfer as 
minister’s SA, perhaps 
on the thought that 
through this he will be 

out of  ACB’s ‘radar’.
However, Bansidhar Ku-
mawat’s ‘story’ is ex-
tremely serious as he 
has been nabbed by the 

ACB once. In his 22 
years of  service, 1998 
batch RAS officer Ku-
mawat has been trans-
ferred 17 times, has 
been suspended 7 times 
and put on APO of  two 
months. In September 
2019, the ACB had 
nabbed Kumawat red 
handed when he was 
serving as Joint Secre-
tary in Mines Depart-
ment, while accepting a 
bribe of  Rs 4 lakh. He 
was subsequently put 
behind bars.
But later, for reasons 
unknown, the state gov-

ernment did not give 
ACB a permission to 
present challan against 
Kumawat in court. 

Later in January 
2021, Kumawat was re-
instated and posted as 
joint secretary in Mi-
nority Affairs ministry 
department and now 
has been appointed as 
SA to MoS Rajendra 
Gudha. It is a widely 
known fact that the DoP 
appoints the Private 
Secretaries, SAs and 
OSDs of  ministers on 
the desire and choice of  
the ministers them-

selves, which means 
that both Chandoliya 
and Kumawat must 
have been preferred by 
both the ministers in 
their staff. Therefore, 
million dollar question 
is: Why, by violating the 
normal principal of  ad-
ministrative propriety, 
did the ministers choose 
these two officials when 
RAS cadre has a good 
numerical strength? It 
may be that the minis-
ters may have preferred 
their ‘talents’ of  which 
they have shown several 
glimpses in their career.

Meghwal and Gudha’s choice of 2 RAS officers with 
‘questionable’ past as Special Assistant surprises everyone!

Bansidhar Kumawat Brajesh Kumar Chandoliya

CONCERNED CM PROVIDES RELAXATION IN 36 
CASES OF COMPASSIONATE APPOINTMENT!
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot has given relaxa-
tion in 36 different cases 
of  application for com-
passionate appoint-
ment of  a dependent 
after the death of  a gov-
ernment employee. 
With this sensitive deci-
sion of  CM Gehlot, the 
families dependent on 
the deceased will be 
able to get support. 

Under the compas-
sionate rules, after the 
death of  a government 
employee, his depend-
ent has to apply for com-
passionate appoint-
ment within 90 days. If  
the dependent is a mi-
nor, then in that case 
there is a provision to 
apply within 3 years of  
becoming an adult.

Gehlot has given this 
relaxation while sym-
pathetically consider-

ing 28 of  the applica-
tions related to delay 
period, 3 of  the maxi-
mum age limit, 2 of  the 
delay period or exten-
sion of  the joining pe-
riod of  1st appt or-
der and 3 cases 
of  delay period 
with mini-
mum age lim-
it.

CM has 
provided 
relief  to 
a p p l i -
c a n t s 
by pro-
viding 
relief  in 
980 cases 
of  compassionate 
appointment in 
last 3 years. Dur-
ing this period, 
3,411 deceased 
d e p e n d e n t s 
have also been 
given compas-
sionate appts.

Ashok Gehlot@ashokgehlot51
Wishing a very happy birthday to AICC General Sec-

retary, incharge Rajasthan @ajaymaken ji. May you be 
blessed with good health, happiness and a long life.

My tributes to the brave son of Lalas village (Nagaur) 
Sh. Mahendra Muwal, who laid down his life in the line 
of duty in Kupwara, J&K. Heartfelt condolences to his 
family members, may God give them strength. We all 

stand with them in this diffi cult time. 

PM security lapse: Wait for the 
truth to come out, says Gehlot

Under compassionate rules, after death 
of a govt employee, his dependent has to 
apply for appointment within 90 days

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Speaking 
about the inves-

tigation into 
the case of  
lapse in the 
security of  
the Prime 
M i n i s t e r 
Narendra 

Modi, Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has ap-
pealed to wait for the 
truth to come out. 

“The Supreme 
Court has constituted 
a four-member com-
mittee under the 
chairmanship of  Jus-
tice Indu Malhotra. 
Now everyone should 

wait for the report of  
this committee to 
know the truth.” 
Meanwhile, CM Ashok 
Gehlot has appealed to 
the Supreme Court to 
take action to stop me-
dia trial and rhetoric 
till the investigation 
of  the case is complet-
ed.

Abhinav Agarwal

Sawai Madhopur: 
Congress national gen-
eral secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra along 
with her husband Rob-
ert Vadra, son Rehan 
and daughter Miraya 
reached Ranthambore 
to celebrate her birth-
day on Wednesday.

Priyanka Gandhi  
Vadra stayed with her 
family here at Sher 
Bagh hotel and visited 
the national park and 
enjoyed Jungle Safari 
in morning and evening 
shift to celebrate her 
special day. 

Priyanka with her 
family is likely to leave 
from Ranthambore to-
day afternoon. 

Abhishek Srivastava

Jaipur: A virtual meet-
ing to discuss the feasi-
bility of  ROB or under-
pass at Civil Lines Rail-
way crossing was held 
on Wednesday. Apart 
from the officials of  
JDA and Railways, ar-
chitect Anoop Bartaria 
also attended the meet-
ing and gave his sugges-
tions. Chief  bridge en-
gineer of  Railways 
Dinesh Deshwal sug-
gested that ROB is more 
suitable than an under-
pass. For the underpass, 
digging at a depth of  20 
metres will have to be 
done. He said that if  an 
underpass is construct-
ed, it will create a prob-
lem of  drainage. Apart 
from it, the ramp will go 

long on both sides. 
Looking at the traffic 
load, the Railways has 
recommended ROB. 
Deshwal said that if  the 
JDA wants to construct 
an underpass, then it 
should send a proposal 
to the Railways and it 
will be examined. Bar-
taria, who has a great 
track record, appeared 
in favour of  the under-
pass and gave many jus-
tified arguments. Final 
decision will be taken 
by the Railways. 

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot congrat-
ulated former gover-
nor and senior Con-

gress leader Dr Kamla 
on her 97th birthday on 

Wednesday. Assembly 
Speaker Dr CP Joshi, PCC 
Chief  Govind Singh Dotas-
ra, Ministers Lalchand Ka-
taria & Rajendra Yadav 
also wished the former 
governor of  Gujarat & 
Mizoram on phone.

Ladnun MLA Mukesh 
Bhakar has written a letter  
Gehlot and demanded to 
get the fi nancial sanctions 
checked. Interestingly, 
the demand has been 
raised after the transfer 
of then Nagaur ZIP CEO 
Jawahar Chaudhary. It has 
been alleged that after his 
transfer, 612 works of 14 
Panchayat Samitis were 
approved in a short time 
for which Rs 72,36,96,000 
were approved. Bhakar has 
demanded to get investiga-
tion conducted by forming 
a committee of fi n approv-
als in suspicious situation.

The Amagarh Leopard 
Safari will start soon 
and will be inaugurated 
by Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot. Word is that the 
Safari may offi cially start 
on January 17. Notably, 
approval has been given 
by the Secretariat and the 
fi le has reached Aranya 
Bhawan after which time 
for inauguration has been 
sought from CMO. First 
India News has been 
raising this issue promi-
nently. This will be second 
Leopard Safari of Jaipur 
and fourth wildlife safari 
of the state capital.

GEHLOT WISHES EX-GUV DR KAMLA ON HER B’DAY

BHAKAR WRITES 
TO CM OVER FIN 
SANCTIONS

CM TO INAUGURATE 
AMAGARH LEOPARD 
SAFARI SOON!

Priyanka celebrates her b’day 
with family; enjoys tiger safari

CS for heritage-theme museum 
at Sawai Mansingh Town Hall

Civil Lines Rly crossing: 
ROB OR UNDERPASS? 

Ashok Gehlot @ashokgehlot51
Birthday greetings and best wishes to AICC General 
Secretary @priyankagandhi ji. May you be blessed 

with good health, happiness and a long life.

Robert Vadra took to Twitter to post a charming picture with 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on latter’s birthday on Wednesday.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Secre-
tary Niranjan Arya said 
on Wednesday that ef-
forts should be made to 
build a classical level 
museum on the theme 
of  Rajasthan Heritage 
Museum in Sawai 
Mansingh Town Hall. 
He said that there is a 
need to work afresh to 
bring back the splendor 
of  the Town Hall.

Under the chairman-
ship of  Chief  Secretary 
Arya, a meeting of  the 
Steering Committee for 
the development of  
Sawai Mansingh Town 
Hall of  Art and Culture 
Department was organ-
ized in the Government 
Secretariat through vir-

tual medium.
In the meeting, Gay-

atri Rathore, Principal 
Secretary, Art and Cul-
ture Department, in-
formed that the State 
Government is making 
efforts to build a world 

class Rajasthan Herit-
age Museum at Sawai 
Mansingh Town Hall. 
The appointment of  a 
consultant to make the 
Town Hall Museum and 
to develop it anew was 
discussed in detail.

CS Niranjan Arya presides over meeting of Steering Committee 
for development of Sawai Mansingh Town Hall of Art and Culture 
Department on Wednesday. Also seen here is Gayatri Rathore.

Dr KamlaCM Ashok Gehlot
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ohri being 
the first tradi-
tional festival 
of  the year, is 
c e l e b r at e d 
with im-
mense love, 

laughter and happi-
ness all around. Cel-
ebrated on January 
13, Lohri marks the 
end of  the winter sol-
stice and is also a 

major harvest festi-
val. First India cel-
ebrated the festi-
val with joy and 

togetherness, 
J a g d e e s h 
C h a n d r a 
greeted eve-
ryone on the 
occasion, he 
said, “We 

are glad to 

host this small cel-
ebration so that 
the people out 
there can safely 
rejoice and cher-
ish the festive 
spirit with their 
friends and fam-
ily.” He also re-
minded everyone 
to keep Covid protocols in 
mind. 

The evening was replete 
with all the elements of  the 
best of  festivities with 
bonfires, amazing food, 
traditional sweets, Pun-
jabi music and lots of  
singing and games. 
Shweta Mishra Awasthi 
anchored the special 
show and the games. 
Ashok Singh, Gaurav 
Gaur, Yogesh Mishra, 
Pawan Tank, Kapil Raj 
and Harish Soni were 
present as were the stun-
ning models from their 
organisations. 

The renowned band and 
dance troupe Desi Boyz set 
fire to the evening with Sim-
ran’s performance drawing 
a lot of  appreciations and 
dance moves too. 

  Turn to P10-11

The lighting of bonfire during this winter festival 
is an ancient tradition. City First brings to you 
some glimpses from the First India festive 
celebration & we wish you a very Happy Lohri!

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

Shweta Mishra Awasthi

Shivani Jakhar, Kiran Kanwar, Nikita Soni, Simran Singh Khenchi and Sonali Yadav grooving on bhangra beats
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Jagdeesh Chandra lights the holy 
Lohri fire flanked by Ashok Singh, 

Shweta Mishra Awasthi, Yogesh Mishra,
Gaurav Gaur, Pawan Tank, along with 

Divija, Simran, Swati, Akanksha, 
Sapna, Himadri, Preksha, Jahnvi, 

Sapna and Mona

Watch this special First 
India Lohri celebration 
show on 13 January at 7:55 
pm and on 14 January at 
8:25 pm, only on First India 
News! 

L

Divija Gambhir, Poonam Sharma and Sapna SinghSimran Kashyap
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...The girls had a thor-
oughly wonderful time 
as they hipped and 
hopped and swayed to 
the bhangra tunes and 
Punjabi numbers. The 
beautifully decorated 
surroundings added a 
joyous flavour to the 
evening making it a 
memorable one. Lohri 
is truly all about toast-
ing traditional gaiety 
and fervour, relishing 
delectable food and put-
ting your best foot for-
ward when you step 
out. Singing and danc-
ing form an intrinsic 
part of  the celebrations. 
People wear their 
brightest clothes and 
come to dance the bhan-
gra and gidda to the 
beat of  the dhol. Pun-
jabi songs are sung, and 
everybody rejoices. Sar-

son da saag and makki 
di roti is usually served 
as the main course at a 
Lohri dinner. Lohri is a 
great occasion that 
holds great importance 
for farmers. However, 
people residing in ur-
ban areas also celebrate 
Lohri, as this festival 
provides the opportu-
nity to interact 
with family and 
friends. 

In the evening, 
people gather for 
‘Parikrama’ and 
munchies like 
popcorn, puffed 
rice as well as re-
wari  are put in the 
bonfire as a thank-
ful offering. 

Sugarcanes are 
also ‘offered’ into the 
bonfire. This spreads a 
fragrance of  burning 
sugar all over making it 
a very sweet evening.

MUBARAK HO TENU, 
LOHRI DA TYOHAAAR...

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Sunil, Aditi, Srishty, Vishakha, Muskan, Tanu, Preeti, Angel, Chahak, Poonam, Ayushi, Riya, Ashok, Gaurav, Shweta, Dimple, Sonali, Megha, Shivani, Nikita, Simran, Kiran, Shreya and Taruna

Shivani, Kiran, Nikita and Sonali grooving on Desi Boyz band 

Jagdeesh Chandra with Sudhanshu Mathur and Shishir Awasthi

Jagdeesh Chandra with Shaan, Aditi and Sunil

Mona Gautam and Mittali Kaur

Sakshi Bhogal Yogesh Mishra and Pawan Tank Artist Simran during the spectacular performance with Desi Boyz band
Vishakha Mathur, Swati Jangid, Tanu Choudhary, Srishty Khatri, Akanksha Bhalla and Pearl Agarwal
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Poonam, Vishakha, Megha, Ayushi, Dimple and Shweta during the magical dance performance

Sapna Singh, Himadri Bhatnagar, Preksha Purnam, 
Bhavna Vaishnav and Jahnvi Soni caught in a candid moment

FROM PG 1

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA & SUNIL SHARMA

Kavita Pant and Moni Sharma

Kapil Raj and Harish Soni
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

CRICKET TOURNAMENT CONCLUDED
CITY FIRST

ohitash-Har-
phool Smriti 
Cricket compe-
tition was held 
on Wednesday 
at Vivekanan-
da Hostel, 

Jaipur. Hostel Housing 
Officer Dr Manish Sin-
sinwar, Rajasthan 
College Alumni 
Association Presi-
dent Vijay Beniwal 
and former Hostel 
Dr Harbans Godara and 
Naresh Malik were also 
present welcomed all 
the guests. 

Jagdeesh Chandra 
graced the occasion as 
the chief  guest and gave 
the winning trophy to 
the Maruti team and 
awarded the runner-up 

trophy to C Cricket 
Club. He encouraged 
the participants of  the 
competition with his 
inspiring words. Direc-
tor of  Tagore B.Ed Col-
lege Anurag Jangid 
gave medals and ten 
thousand rupees to the 
winning and runner-up 
teams. 

On January 12 eve-
ry year, Alumni 
Sneha Milan Cere-
mony is organised. 

This year even after 
cancellation due to the 
administrative restric-
tions imposed due to 
Covid 19 and Omicron, 
all the members and 
guests worshipped 
Vivekananda in the 
hostel premises and 
paid their tributes.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

R

World Electropathy Day

CITY FIRST

O
n the occasion of  
World Electropa-
thy Day, Rajsa-
mand MP, Diya 

Kumari participated in 
the inaugural session 
of  a webinar organised 
by Electrohomeopathy 
Medical Council, 
Jaipur.

Speaking as a special 
guest in the webinar, 
Diya Kumari said that 
there is no side effect of  
electro homoeopathy. It 
is a herbal line of  treat-
ment that uses juices of  
medicinal plants. With 
this method, not only 
patients are getting safe 
treatment of  many dis-
eases but medicinal 
farming is also being 

promoted, which in 
turn is beneficial for 
the farmers.

It is to be noted 
that Count Cesare 
Mattei was the fa-
ther of  electro ho-
moeopathy and on 
the occasion of  his 
213th birthday, this we-
binar was organised by 
the Medical Council of  

Electrohomeopathy, 
Jaipur. Union AYUSH 
Minister, Sarbananda 

Sonowal; Jaipur MP, 
Ramcharan Bohra; 
Udaipur MP, Arjun-
lal Meena, Council 

President, Dr He-
mant Sethi and Pratap 
Bhanu Singh were also 
present in the webinar.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

THE STAR OF THE SKY

CITY FIRST

F
ICCI Ladies 
Jaipur organisa-
tion, made an in-
spiring opening 

of  the year 2022, by a 
captivating webinar 
session called “The Star 
Of  The Sky – Cap-
tain Anny Divya”. 
Chairperson Moni-
ca Kothari Jain wel-
comed FICCI FLO 
Members online, keep-
ing the present situa-
tion in mind, and moti-
vated all the FLO Entre-
preneurs to maintain a 
positive mindset and 
progressive attitude. 

It was a great evening 
where FICCI FLO Plat-
form witnessed a great 
lady with an apt exam-

ple of  Breaking her 
Barriers of  culture, lan-
guage, and background. 
Captain Anny Divya, 
the world’s youngest 
Boeing 777 commander 
pilot, a model as well as 
a lawyer shared her in-
spiring story with FLO 

Members. This 
Journey became 
very interesting by 
the participation of  

FICCI FLO Past-
Chairperson & present 
GB Member Minal Jain. 
Minal Jain is the co-
founder & Director of  
M4A Designs Pvt. Ltd. 
and also the founder of  
Misri Home Foods. 

Captain Anny Divya 
addressing all the mem-
bers very strongly said 
that “we have come a 

long way facing unpre-
dictable challenges. I 
would appeal to all the 
robust ladies to stay 
positive, and never give 
up”. Her words infused 
positivity and power in 
the session. The conver-
sation unfolded various 
challenges of  Anny’s 
life like coming from a 
small town, not know-
ing the English Lan-
guage well, but she 
fought strongly for her 
dreams of  becoming a 
pilot.

In the end, Minal 
Jain very beautifully 
discussed words of  wis-
dom with Captain Anny 
where she shared that 
– “IT IS OK NOT TO 
KNOW, BUT IT IS NOT 
OK NOT TO LEARN”.   

EVENTS!

Free kites were distributed to the students by the 
B group organisation based in Jhotwara. Earlier, 
Institution director Bhavani Shankar Sharma said that 
the students were given a message to keep themselves 
safe from corona via a message on the kite. In the end, 
Satyanarayan Sharma motivated the students above the 
age of 15 years for vaccination.

Shilpi Foundation and Pakki Bhayli Foundation organised 
Lohri and Kite Festival on Wednesday. Jaipur All Trade 
Board President Pawan Goyal and Vikas Somani were 
present at the event as guests. Shilpi Agarwal and Sonu 
Agarwal of the foundation told that the program started 
with the kite festival at Hotel Safari. Lohri was also 
celebrated on the occasion.  

Patangbaazi from the royal corridors of Jaipur

K
ite flying is one 
of  the most cel-
ebrated festi-
vals of  Jaipur. 

As the harvest festival 
of  Makar Sankranti 
approaches, the blue 
skies of  Jaipur are dot-
ted with millions of  
colourful kites.

On the morning of  
Makar Sankranti, the 
loud cheer of  “Woh 
Kata” which starts 
from the rooftops con-
tinues till late evening. 
It’s a very common 
sight on the roofs of  
every house where the 
taste of  gajak, sesame 
sweets and pakodas is 

on one side and on the 
other side people are 
seen flying kites in the 
sky. Not only domestic 
but foreign tourists 
also come to Jaipur to 
see the kite flying on 
Makar Sankranti.

The history of  kite 
flying of  Jaipur is 
about 200 years old. Ac-
cording to historians, 
the connection of  the 
pink city of  kite flying 
is related to the city of  
Lucknow in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The credit for the in-

troduction of  kite fly-
ing goes to Maharaja 
Sawai Ram Singh II 
(1835–1880 AD), the son 
and successor of  Ma-
haraja Sawai Jai Singh 
III of  the Jaipur royal 
family. Sawai Ram Sin-
gh ll started the jour-
ney of  kite flying from 
Tukkal, which was 
brought to him from 
Lucknow. The kites 
were made of  muslin 
cloth (tukkals) with 
bells attached to them 
which would make a 
tinkling sound as they 

flew in the sky.
Even today the kites 

and charkhis of  Maha-
raja Ram Singh II are 
kept safe in the City 
Palace Museum in 
Jaipur, which remains 

the centre of  attrac-
tion for tourists visit-
ing here on Makar 
Sankranti.

According to histori-
ans, Sawai Ram Singh 
II liked kite flying so 
much that he added a 
kite factory to the 36 
factories in the prince-
ly state of  Jaipur, 
where huge butterfly-
shaped kites were 
manufactured. Some 
kite makers from Luc-
know used to come 
here regularly.

Maharaja Ram Sin-

gh II used to fly tuk-
kals which would trav-
el far off  but when his 
kites in the sky would 
get cut, horsemen 
would be ready to ride 
out and retrieve 
them, and the one 
who rode back 
with the kite first 
was highly reward-
ed. Maharaja Ram Sin-
gh ll gave shelter to 
kite-flyers and kite-
carvers in his rule. Be-
fore independence, 
there used to be kite 
flying on the grounds 

of  Jalmahal and Lal-
dungri on Amer Road in 
Jaipur. Mahakavi Biha-
ri and Sawai Jai Singh’s 
poet Bakhtram have 
also written in their 

works about flying 
kites in Amer.

Even today, mem-
bers of  the ernst-

while Jaipur royal 
family like Diya Ku-
mari, Sawai Padmanabh 
Singh carry forward 
their tradition and fly 
kites on Sankranti in 
the nearly 300-year-old 
City Palace complex.

KAVITA CHAUHAN
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Jagdeesh Chandra paying tribute to Swami Vivekanand. 
Also seen are Sumer Khatana, Ram Singh Parmar and Vishnu Desai 

Jagdeesh Chandra felicitates Sobit. Also seen are, Anurag Jangid, 
Ram Singh Parmar, Sumer Khatana and Shaurya Jaiman

During the event

—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

—PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA

Diya Kumari addressing the virtual audience

During the session

During the session

Padmanabh Singh enjoying flying kites Kites and Charkhis displayed at the local market
Tukkal (kite) and Charkhis of
Maharaja Sawai Ram Singh II Diya Kumari with foreign guests on Makar Sankranti

Maharaja Sawai Ram Singh II

Kite displayed at 
City Palace Museum
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